
1) On January 21, 1973, the Paris Peace Accords was signed to end the war and establish 
peace in Vietnam. 
 

 
The signing ceremony of the Paris Peace Accords on January 27th 1973 

(LΚ ký kΔt HiΜp ņΠnh Paris v¨o ng¨y 27 th§ng 1 nŁm 1973) 

 
2) Nixon promised  that if  the North violated the agreement, the United States would 
ñrespond with full forceò and save South Vietnam from a communist takeover. 
 

3) President Thieu signed the Paris Agreement under extreme duress from the United 
States. 
 
ñAt the time of the [Paris] peace agreement, the United States agreed to 
replace equipment on a one -by -one basis. But the United States did not 
keep its word. Is an Americanôs word reliable these days? The United 
States did not keep its promise to help us fight for freedom, and it wa s in 
the same fight that the United States lost 50,000 of its young men é The 
United States has not respected its promises. It is inhumane. It is 
untrustworthy. It is irresponsible é You ran away and left us to do the 
job that you could not do.ò  (South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu)  
http://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/fall -of-south-vietnam/  
 

4) After the signing  of the Paris Peace Accords, in flagrant violation of the 1973 Paris 
Agreement, North Vietnam devastated and conquered South Vietnam by force, leading 
to the unconditional surrender of Saigon government to the North forces.  
 

http://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/fall-of-south-vietnam/


 
Duong Van Minh (center, looking down), the last president of the Republic of Vietnam, and his 

entourage leaving the Presidential Palace in Saigon on April 30, 1975 after announcing on radio his 

cabinet's surrender following his capture by North Vietnamese communist troops. 

(D̯̭ng VŁn Minh, tΫng thΧng ViΜt Nam Cίng Hòa cuΧi cùng, c½ng Ľo¨n tùy tùng rγi khΥi Dinh ņίc 

Lͻp tͧ i S¨i G¸n ng¨y 30 th§ng 4 nŁm 1975 trong vòng vây cνa Cίng Sͩ ng Bͽc ViΜt sau khi tuyên bΧ 

Ľͭu hàng trên Ľ¨i ph§t thanh.) 

 
 

5) North Vietnamese forces took complete control of the South by the end of April 1975 
with no significant American response. The United States had reneged on their 
promise and let Chinese warships attack and occupy both the Paracel and Spratly 
archipelagoes.   
 
 



 
On April 30 1975, soldiers of the North Vietnamese Army entered Saigon, capturing the Presidential 

Palace and assuming control of the country. 

(Ng¨y 30 th§ng 4 nŁm 1975, Cίng quân tiΔn vào Sài Gòn, chiΔm Dinh ņίc Lͻp và kiΘm soát toàn bί 

miΖn Nam ViΜt Nam) 

 

 
April 30, 1975, North Vietnamese tanks went into the Presidential Palace, marking the fall of Saigon 

(30 th§ng 4 nŁm 1975, chiΔn xa CSBV tiΔn v¨o Dinh ņίc Lͻp, Sài Gòn thͫt thν) 

 



6) North Vietnamese forces took complete control of the South by the end of April 1975 
with no significant American response. Millions of Vietnamese people had to riskily 
flee the country  in flimsy boats at  all cost because they did not want to live with 
Communists. Most of these refugees (aka boat people) unfor tunately lost their lives 
during their perilous journeys  due to suffering from hunger, thirst, diseases, pirates 
and storms while at sea. 
 

 
Vietnamese refugees (aka boat people) in South China Sea 

(ThuyΖn nhân ViΜt Nam trên BiΘn ņ¹ng) 

 

 

 
Escaping from Communism regardless of awaiting danger at sea 

(ņ¨o tho§t khΥi Cίng Sͩ n bͫ t chͫ p hiΘm nguy chχc chγ trên biΘn) 

 



 
A cramped boat with Vietnamese refugees fleeing from Communism 

(ThuyΖn nhân tΠ n nͧ Cίng Sͩ n trên mίt con thuyΖn chͻt cοng) 

 
7) On April 30, 1975, South Vietnamese government announced unconditional surrender, 

but North Vietnam was not satisfied. They imprisoned all former military personnel 
and government workers from the former regime of South Vietnam and even its 
supporters, civil servants, capitalists, priests as well, seized all their assets, banished 
these South Vietnamese political prisonersô families and relatives to uninhabited 
forested areas aka "New Economic Zones", where they were to survive by reclaiming 
land and clearing jungle to grow crops with scanty food supplies and medication.  
 



 
A re-education camp, class for about 1,000 former Saigon regime officers near the Cambodian border, 

Tay Ninh province 

(Mίt ñlαp hΣcò trong triͧ c iͩ t oͧ gͭ n biên giαi CambΧt, tΞnh Tây Ninh, gΩm khoͩng 1 ng¨n sǫ quan 

Quân Lχc VNCH) 

 

 

 
An April 30, 1975, photo shows a line of captured South Vietnam troops. 

(Các quân nhân VNCH bΠ Cίng quân bͽt và giͩ i Ľi) 

 



 
Prisoners tied to poles for days at the re-education camp. 

(Tù nhân bΠ trói vào cίt nhiΖu ngày liΖn tͧ i tr iͧ c iͩ t oͧ.) 

 

 
A father and his children had to do hard physical work to survive in the so-called ñnew economic 

zones.ò 

(Mίt ng̯γi cha cùng Ľ¨n con nhΥ d iͧ phͩ i làm lλng cͻt lχc ĽΘ sΧng còn ε nhυng ṋi m¨ CSVN gΣi là 

ñv½ng kinh tΔ mαiò) 

 



 
8) Almost 5 million Vietnamese are living in exile around the world . 

 
9) After the fall of Saigon to the communist forces, despite the fact that the United States 

had no stomach for a return to Vietnam, several patriot groups at home and abroad 
were longing to find a way to liberate their homeland by all means such as traveling, 
business investments, charity.  
 

10) 1990, Mr. Nguyen Huu Chanh established the Confederation Development of 
Free Vietnam (CDFV).  
 

 
Mr. Nguyen Huu Chanh and Board of Directors of the CDFV took an oath of allegiance, 1991. 

(Ông NguyΚn Hυu Chánh cùng Ban Quͩn TrΠ Li°n ņo¨n KiΔn ThiΔt VNTD tuyên thΜ, 1991) 


